“Responding To People Who Don’t Share Your Beliefs”
Matthew 9:35-38

INTRODUCTORY COMMENTS (3 min)

Welivein aday whenreligious beliefis up front and certer on the world
stage ranging from those who donObelieve God exists or who arenOsure
and don@® care; to those w/strongly held beliefsfrom Islamto Christiarity.

Thisrealty raisesthe importart quesion E How then should we respond
to those who don’t share our beliefs about Jesus?

Over the yearslOe watched with great pride asChristians & Christian
leackrshave explainedthe Christianfaith while regponding graciously to
those who held a different view.

IO also observed others whoOe communicatedjust asclearly but lost their
advantage and their audience by the way they reponded towards those who
disageedwith them.

Insteadof kindness & regect, rudeness and disregpecthas too oftenbeen
theregonse. Not the bed tacic for erlisting new converts.

Jeawsisthe perfectbalance of grace and truth; He wasamager at
regponding to those who disagreedwith him.

Tonight wele going to discover animportart secretto his effectiveness,
one that canaffect our regoonse to those who donOshare our beliefs.

Wefind this reveakedin one of Jesus mary encounterswith the crowds, an
encounter describedby Matthew, aneyewitness to this evert, in this way...

[Read vs. 35-38]

When responding to people who don’t share your beliefs it’s important to...

1. IDENTIFY your “crowd”; those who don’t believe as you do.
[vs. 35-36a, 4 min.]

Jeaus attracied crowds by his teaching, preaching, & healing (taught
w/auhority; heakdsick, demon-possessed, blind; miraculous acs).

His crowd included avariety of people from mary differert
backgrounds; some cameout of curiosity, othershad deep personal
needs, somehadlost hope and were disillusionedwith areligion that nc
longer provided arswers for their life and asalways there were those
whoOnly desre wasto degroy Jesus credbility. Just like today.

Each of us hasa crowd that weOe part of, where weOe beenplaced
because of pecpleOseedfor anauthertic Christianwitness.

Just look at how the Bible describesthe kind infl uence Jeaus followers
were intended to have on people in their crowds E

It says followersof Jesus ARE E

4 The salt of the earth (Mt. 5:13; they cause pegple to becane thirst
for what realy satisfieg

+ The light of the world (Mt. 5:14; they help peagple move from
spiritual darkness to spiritual enightermert)

+ A letter from Christ (2 Cor. 3:3; their livesareliving lettersto
those in their crowd of whatit mears to be one of Jeaus followers)

+ The aroma of Christ (2 Cor. 2:15; they effect the spiritual sensesc
those in your crowd, erabing themto embrace the truth)

Sal, light, aletter, the aromaof Christ = pegple of influence!

It says that Jesus “saw the crowd”; he noticedwho was there..

Men/women, young/old, moms/dads, religious/irreligious,
hurting/heathy, popular/outcag E

In order to respond effecively to those who donOshareour beliefs we
needto take timeto OmticeOour crowd; to idertify thoseinit E

[PPT. SLIDE W/OVALS] WhoOsn your crowd? WherehasGod
givenyou influence? In your family, among friends, through hobbieso
placesyou hangout, at work/school.

It isnOby coincidencethatyou arepart of your crowd; youOe been
placedthereto influence others (Write namesof one or two; pray)



When responding to people who don’t share your beliefs it’s important to...

2. VIEW people in your crowd the same way Jesus does. (12 min.)

[vs. 36] When he saw the crowds, he had compassion on them, because
they were harassed and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd.

Whenyou look atthosein your crowd, who do you see? How do you
feelabout those you see? What regponse do they producein you?

WhenJeaus saw peagplein hiscrowd "he had compassion on them”.

Rather thanjudgmert & criticism he experienced mercy & love.

Why compassion? What did he see in these people that caused this kind
of response?

Wearetold that Jesus wasmovedto compassion becatse he saw people
in his crowd asOlarasseddand OlelplessO.

Harassed Btroubled hassled, stressed, frazzled (shoppergcommuters)
Helpless Bthrown here and there, tossed back and forth

Life hadtakenitstoll on their emations, their minds, their bodies their
souls. He saw them deferseless to the relentless hits they were taking.

He knew their needs, their struggles what they longed for, what would
ultimately bring peac to their soul.

Thisis how Jesus saw them; it doesnOsay that those in the crowd saw
themselvesin the same way or that his discipleshadthis pergeciveyet

Whenyou look atthosein your crowd you may not seewhatyou would
call Olarassed ard helplessOpeaple. Why? Because E

These words go beneah the surface beyond what canbe seento the true
condition of everyone whoOsot in right relationship with their Creator.

Thisis why Jesus describes them Qike sheep without a shepherdQ a
common metaphor in the bible; where sheeprepresent pegple ard the
shepherdrepresens God.

Psalm 23 givesone of the beg de<criptions of this relationship, giving
insight into the reaity of pegple who live w/out God.

It tells us that ... sheep without a shepherd are like people without
God, they are ...

e DISCONTENT (sheepw/out ashepherdare not ableto meettheir
own needs; but with their shepherdthey have everything they need
they arecontert; Jedus seesdisconterted pegplein his crowd/your
crowd ard it says heOsnoved with compassion)

o ANXIOUSFEARFUL (sheepare by nature anxious and fearful,
w/out a shepherdthey could starve (food/water); but with their
shepherdtheir fears are minimized Jeaus seesstressed out pegpleiit
his crowd/your crowd & it says heOsnovedwith compassion)

e UPSIDE DOWN (sheepw/out ashepherd canoftenfind
themselvesupside down due to the weight of their wool, they can
die; but with their shepherdthey get turnedright side up and
survive; Jeus seespeaple whoOsivesareupside down in his
crowd/your crowd and it says that heOsnoved with compassion)

e OFFTRACK (sheepw/out ashepherdwill routinely take the
wrong path and end up getting lost or hurt; but with their shepherd
they stay on track, on paths thatleadto greenpagures Jeus sees
peaple who have gottenoff track in his crowd/your crowd arnd it
says that heOsnoved with compassion)

e BEAT UP (sheepw/out ashepherdareleft defenseless to wild
animals of all kinds; but with their shepherdthey are well protectec
ard secure; Jews seesdefenseless people in his crowd/your crowd
and it says that heOsnoved with compassion)

Thisis some of what Jesus must have meart by OtarassedhelplessC
the way ary person would be when God is not their leader.

Whenwe seepeaplein our crowd in this way, harassed'helpless, wi
will experiencethe samekind of regponse asJewus; heat felt
compassion for therealneedsin their life. (MY CHANGE)

Watch this short videoclip that givesaninsiderOsiew of what ]
oftengoeson undetectedin the livesof those within our crowd E



When responding to people who don’t share your beliefs it’s important to...

3. Now that you see your crowd more clearly, ACT decisively. (3 min)

[vs. 37-38] Then he said to his disciples, “The harvest is plentiful but
the workers are few. Ask the Lord of the harvest, therefore, to send out
workers into his harvest field.”

+ Begin SEEING “future” followers of Jesus all around you.

Harved is plentiful BGod IS working and therefae people WILL
believe in the gospel Bremember, you were once harassedard
helpless; like a sheepwithout its shepherd

+ Keep ASKING God for His help in His work.

The problemis never a shortage of people who needwhat Jeaus has
to offer but of Jeaus followerswho seetheir crowd like Jequs ard
stay acively engagedin it. You have beensert, you are in the midst
of your harved field; peaple who need what you have to offer.

+ Renew your efforts in the “harvest field” where you’ve been
placed.

Closing commerts & Song

Take notice of where youOe beenplaced itOsot by coinciderce.

Begn to adopt Jeus pergecive of those who donOtyet know Him; let
God repace criticism and judgmert with heartfelt care and compassion.

Let Him fill your mouth with words of life for those in your crowd this
Christmasseason (Christmasinsert)

And whenthey donOtgee with what your beliefs, keep regponding in
grace& truth, filledwith compassion.

[Pray- 10:45 serviceonly]

Invite those who may not yet embrace Jesus and the good news that his
life bringsto do so today. Mark cardor comeaswe sing.

Closing song



