
“Responding To People Who Don’t Share Your Beliefs” 
Matthew 9:35-38 

 
INTRODUCTORY COMMENTS (3 min) 
 
We live in a day when religious belief is up front and center on the world 
stage ranging from those who donÕt believe God exists or who arenÕt sure 
and donÕt care; to those w/strongly held beliefs from Islam to Christianity. 
 
This reality raises the important question É How then should we respond 
to those who don’t share our beliefs about Jesus?   
 
Over the years IÕve watched with great pride as Christians &  Christian 
leaders have explained the Christian faith while responding graciously to 
those who held a different view.  
 
IÕve also observed others whoÕve communicated just as clearly but lost their 
advantage and their audience by the way they responded towards those who 
disagreed with them.   
 
Instead of kindness & respect, rudeness and disrespect has too often been 
the response.  Not the best tactic for enlisting new converts. 
 
Jesus is the perfect balance of grace and truth; He was a master at 
responding to those who disagreed with him.  
 
Tonight weÕre going to discover an important secret to his effectiveness,   
one that can affect our response to those who donÕt share our beliefs. 
 
We find this revealed in one of Jesus many encounters with the crowds, an 
encounter described by Matthew, an eyewitness to this event, in this way...  
 
[Read vs. 35-38]   
 
 
When responding to people who don’t share your beliefs it’s important to... 
 

1.  IDENTIFY your “crowd”; those who don’t believe as you do.        
[vs. 35-36a, 4 min.] 

 
Jesus attracted crowds by his teaching, preaching, & healing (taught 
w/authority; healed sick, demon-possessed, blind; miraculous acts). 
 

His crowd included a variety of people from many diff erent 
backgrounds; some came out of curiosity, others had deep personal 
needs, some had lost hope and were disillusioned with a religion that no 
longer provided answers for their life and as always there were those 
whoÕs only desire was to destroy Jesus credibility.  Just like today. 
 
Each of us has a crowd that weÕre part of, where weÕve been placed 
because of peopleÕs need for an authentic Christian witness. 
 
Just look at how the Bible describes the kind influence Jesus followers 
were intended to have on people in their crowds É  
 
It says followers of Jesus ARE É   
 

 The salt of the earth  (Mt. 5:13; they cause people to become thirsty 
for what really satisfies) 

 The light of the world  (Mt. 5:14; they help people move from 
spiritual darkness to spiritual enlightenment) 

 A letter from Christ  (2 Cor. 3:3; their lives are living letters to 
those in their crowd of what it means to be one of Jesus followers) 

 The aroma of Christ  (2 Cor. 2:15; they effect the spiritual senses of 
those in your crowd, enabling them to embrace the truth) 

Salt, light, a letter, the aroma of Christ = people of infl uence! 
 
It says that Jesus “saw the crowd”; he noticed who was there... 
 
Men/women, young/old, moms/dads, religious/irreligious, 
hurting/healthy, popular/outcast É  
 
In order to respond effectively to those who donÕt share our beliefs we 
need to take time to ÒnoticeÓ our crowd; to identify those in it É    
 
[PPT. SLIDE W/OVALS]  WhoÕs in your crowd?  Where has God 
given you influence?  In your family, among friends, through hobbies or 
places you hangout, at work/school.  
 
It isnÕt by coincidence that you are part of your crowd; youÕve been 
placed there to influence others.  (Write names of one or two; pray)  

 



When responding to people who don’t share your beliefs it’s important to... 
 

2.  VIEW people in your crowd the same way Jesus does.  (12 min.) 
 
[vs. 36]  When he saw the crowds, he had compassion on them, because 
they were harassed and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd.  
 
When you look at those in your crowd, who do you see?  How do you 
feel about those you see?  What response do they produce in you? 
 
When Jesus saw people in his crowd "he had compassion on them”.   
 
Rather than judgment &  criticism he experienced mercy & love.   
 
Why compassion?  What did he see in these people that caused this kind 
of response?    
 
We are told that Jesus was moved to compassion because he saw people 
in his crowd as ÒharassedÓ and ÒhelplessÓ. 
 
Harassed Ð troubled, hassled, stressed, frazzled (shoppers/commuters) 
 
Helpless Ð thrown here and there, tossed back and forth 
 
Life had taken its toll on their emotions, their minds, their bodies, their 
souls.  He saw them defenseless to the relentless hits they were taking. 
 
He knew their needs, their struggles, what they longed for, what would 
ultimately bring peace to their soul. 
 
This is how Jesus saw them; it doesnÕt say that those in the crowd saw 
themselves in the same way or that his disciples had this perspective yet.   
 
When you look at those in your crowd you may not see what you would 
call Òharassed and helplessÓ people.  Why?  Because É  
 
These words go beneath the surface, beyond what can be seen to the true 
condition of everyone whoÕs not in right relationship with their Creator. 
 
This is why Jesus describes them Òlike sheep without a shepherdÓ; a 
common metaphor in the bible; where sheep represent people and the 
shepherd represents God.   
 

Psalm 23 gives one of the best descriptions of this relationship, giving 
insight into the reality of people who live w/out God. 
 
It tells us that … sheep without a shepherd are like people without 
God, they are … 
 
• DISCONTENT  (sheep w/out a shepherd are not able to meet their 

own needs; but with their shepherd they have everything they need, 
they are content; Jesus sees discontented people in his crowd/your 
crowd and it says heÕs moved with compassion) 

• ANXIOUS/FEARFUL  (sheep are by nature anxious and fearful, 
w/out a shepherd they could starve (food/water); but with their 
shepherd their fears are minimized; Jesus sees stressed out people in 
his crowd/your crowd &  it says heÕs moved with compassion) 

• UPSIDE DOWN  (sheep w/out a shepherd can often fi nd 
themselves upside down due to the weight of their wool, they can 
die; but with their shepherd they get turned right side up and 
survive; Jesus sees people whoÕs lives are upside down in his 
crowd/your crowd and it says that heÕs moved with compassion) 

• OFF TRACK  (sheep w/out a shepherd will routinely take the 
wrong path and end up getting lost or hurt; but with their shepherd 
they stay on track, on paths that lead to green pastures; Jesus sees 
people who have gotten off  track in his crowd/your crowd and it 
says that heÕs moved with compassion) 

• BEAT UP  (sheep w/out a shepherd are left defenseless to wild 
animals of all kinds; but with their shepherd they are well protected 
and secure; Jesus sees defenseless people in his crowd/your crowd 
and it says that heÕs moved with compassion) 

This is some of what Jesus must have meant by Òharassed/helplessÓ; 
the way any person would be when God is not their leader. 
 
When we see people in our crowd in this way, harassed/helpless, we 
will experience the same kind of response as Jesus; heart felt 
compassion for the real needs in their life. (MY CHANGE) 
 
Watch this short video clip that gives an insiderÕs view of what 
often goes on undetected in the lives of those within our crowd É   
 
 



When responding to people who don’t share your beliefs it’s important to... 
 

3.  Now that you see your crowd more clearly, ACT decisively.  (3 min) 
 

[vs. 37-38] Then he said to his disciples, “The harvest is plentiful but 
the workers are few.  Ask the Lord of the harvest, therefore, to send out 
workers into his harvest field.”   
 
 

 Begin SEEING “future” followers of Jesus all around you. 

Harvest is plentiful Ð God IS working and therefore people WILL 
believe in the gospel Ð remember, you were once harassed and 
helpless; like a sheep without its shepherd. 

 Keep ASKING God for His help in His work. 

 The problem is never a shortage of people who need what Jesus has 
to offer but of Jesus followers who see their crowd like Jesus and 
stay actively engaged in it. You have been sent, you are in the midst 
of your harvest field; people who need what you have to offer.   

 Renew your efforts in the “harvest field” where you’ve been 
placed. 

 
Closing comments & Song 
 
Take notice of where youÕve been placed, itÕs not by coincidence. 
 
Begin to adopt Jesus perspective of those who donÕt yet know Him; let 
God replace criticism and judgment with heart felt care and compassion.   

 
Let Him fi ll your mouth with words of life for those in your crowd this 
Christmas season (Christmas insert) 
 
And when they donÕt agree with what your beliefs, keep responding in 
grace &  truth, fi lled with compassion. 
 
 

[Pray - 10:45 service only]  
 
 

Invite those who may not yet embrace Jesus and the good news that his 
life brings to do so today.  Mark card or come as we sing. 
 
Closing song 

 
 
 
 


