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“Impacting Eternity by Impacting Children”      11 /18 - 19/ 06 
                                        Kid Country Weekend 
Deuteronomy 6:1 - 11                           9 & 10:45 a.m.  
 
 
Show DVD 
 
 
INTRODUCTION 
 
You can have a positive, powerful impact upon a y oung 
personÕs life... one that will last throughout this life 
and into all eternity.  
 
ILLUSTRATION 
 
Several  years ago, this  story appeared in ReaderÕs Digest:  
 
ÒOne Fri day as tea cher Helen Mr - o- sla, was  teach ing  Math  to 
her ninth grade students, she saw th em growing more and  
more frustrated  because they couldnÕt catch the concept s.   
 
So, t o bo lster their spirits, she  gave them a strange 
assignment.  She asked each student to list the names of 
all the other students on two sheets of paper, and to leave 
spac es between the names.  Then she told them to think of 
the nicest thing they could say about each of their  
classmates and write it down.  
 
Over the week end Helen put the name of each student on a 
separate sheet of paper, and then wrote out all the nice 
thing s the students had said about  each one.  
 
On Monday, she gave each student the list of nice comments 
the other students had made .  Before long the entire class 
was smiling.  ÔReally?Õ  some said, ÔI never knew that 
meant anything to anyone!Õ  ÔI didn't know  that others 
liked me so much.Õ  
 
Fast forward... 
 
Several years later, one of the  students of that class , 
Mark,  w as killed in Viet Nam  and teacher  Helen attend ed the 
memorial service.  
 
After wards , MarkÕs father said to the teacher, ÔWe want to 
show you som ething,Õ and he took the billfold out of his 
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pocket.  Ô Mark was carrying this when he was killed.  We 
th ought you might recognize it.Õ  
 
The father p ulled out two worn pieces of n otebook paper 
that had  been taped, fold ed and refolded many times.  It 
was the  papers on which she had listed all the good things 
each of MarkÕs classmates had said about him.  
 
ÔThank you so much for doing that,Õ MarkÕs mother said.  
ÔAs you can see, Mark treasured it.Õ  
 
MarkÕs classmates started to gather around us.  Charlie 
smiled  rather sheepishly and said, ÔI still have my list.  
ItÕs on the top of my desk at home.Õ  
 
ChuckÕs wife said, ÔChuck asked me to put his in our 
wedding album.Õ  
 
ÔI have mine too,Õ Marilyn said.  ÔItÕs in my diary.Õ  
 
Then Vicki, another classmate, reached i nto her pocketbook, 
took out her wallet and showed her worn and frazzled list 
to the group.  ÔI carry this with me  at all times,Õ Vicki 
said .  ÔI bet  we all saved our lists.ÕÓ  

(Helen P. Mrosla, “All the Good Things,” ReaderÕs 
Digest, October, 1991, pg. 49)  

 
 
Every one of us can h ave a positive, powerful impact upon a 
young personÕs life... one that will last throughout this 
life and into all eternity.  
 
Children are especially precious to God .  Jesus  said that 
their angels continually behold the face of God .   He also 
used children as examples of humility and the kind of faith 
that makes a person right with God.  
 
Today weÕre going to look at the book of Deuteronomy, 
chapter 6.  In this chapter we see the kind of influence 
God wants all adults to have upon chil dren...  
 
 
OPEN  to Deuteronomy 6   ( PAGE  284)  
 
To make an eternal impact upon children... 
 
I.  Open Doors of Opportunity 
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A.  Open the door to live in a culture of faith   (v. 
1)  

 
 READ  v. 1 - 2a 
 

God spoke these words to Israel just before they went 
into th e country that would become their homeland... 
right where the nation Israel is today.  
 
God is telling them how He wants life to be lived in 
this new nation.  And He opens by telling them He 
wants each child that is born to be born into a 
culture of faith.. . where they worship the t rue God , 
and obey His word.  
 
And as He goes on through the chapter, it becomes 
clear that this is not merely religious observance, 
but a living, vibrant faith.  
 
Together, as parents, and as broader family, and in 
every town, He wa nted children to grow up with 
everyone around them being lovers of the true God.  

 
 

B.  Open the door to a generation - to - generation faith   
(v. 2a)  
 
READ  v. 2a:   “so that you, your children and their 
children after them may fear the LORD your God as long 
as you live... ” 

 
 

C.  Open the door to experience Òfamily blessingsÓ 
from God   (v. 2b - 3)  

 
  1.  A long, enjoyable life  
 

READ  v. 2b- 3, 18 “...and so that you may enjoy long  
 life. 
3  Hear, O Israel, and be careful to obey so that 
it may go well with you...” 
 
18  “Do what is right and good in the LORD’S  
sight, so that it may go well with you...” 
 
 

  2.  A prosperous life  
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Deuteronomy 6:24  “The LORD commanded us to obey  
all these decrees and to fear the LORD our God, 
so that we might always prosper...” 

 
When we think Òprosperity,Ó we tend to think of 
material riches.  
 
But tha t is not the focus, although the Lord has 
promised to meet all our physical needs.  

 
 
  ILLUSTRATION 
 

When people are baptized, we often ask them, 
“Since you entrusted you life to Jesus Christ, 
what changes has He made in your life?” 

 
  WeÕve hear  things as,  
 
  ÒThe Lord restored my marriage.Ó  
  ÒHe gave me back my children.Ó  
  ÒHe has filled my life with peace.Ó  
  ÒHeÕs keeping me clean and sober.Ó  
  ÒMy guilt is gone.Ó  
  ÒIÕm a lot happi er.Ó  
  ÒHe has given me eternal life.Ó  
 
  THAT is PROSPERITY!  
 

You can have a ll the money you ever dreamed of 
and not have prosperity at all.  

 
Following the Lord opens the door to family blessings 
and prosperity. 

 
 

D.   Open the door  to see and experience l ove for God   
(v. 5 )  
 
READ  v. 5  

 
 

The Law was given so that the people could express 
their love for God in a concrete manner: through 
obedience.  
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To love the LORD means to entrust our lives to Him, to 
obey His commands, and to worship no other god.  
Lovi ng God was to be wholehearted and was to pervade 
every aspect of an IsraeliteÕs being and life.  

 
Our  example  of loving and obeying the Lord is the most 
powerful lesson we could ever give to a child.  
 
 “A picture is worth a thousand words.” 
 
 “I’d rather see a sermon than hear one.” 

 
Words donÕt mean much when  there isnÕt an example to 
go with them.  

 
 
So, To make an eternal impact upon children... 
 
I.  Open Doors of Opportunity 
 
 
To make an eternal impact upon children... 
 
II.  Teach as a Way-of-Life  (v. 7 - 9)  
 
READ  v. 7 - 9 
 

This is speaking first to parents:  Parents are the 
primary teachers of their children.  

 
And, this also speaks to t he family of faith   

 
-  As individual families work at sincerely 
following the Lord, it reinforces to the other 
families of f aith, and especially the children,  
 
that following the Lord isnÕt just something that 
their own family does, but that other families do 
as well!  
 
-  And in a more formal way , the Jews eventually 
developed teaching for children at their 
synagogues...  just a s Christians came to develop 
Sunday School.  

 
-  This passage talks about “Way-of-life” teaching:  

It  is both planned and as - you - go.  
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 ILLUSTRATION 
 

When our kids were young, every evening before bed 
they had to do their Òfive.Ó  
 

Go to the bathroom  
 Brush yo ur teeth  
 Pick up your room  
 Put on your pajamas  
 Read your Bible  
 
This was planned.  

 
 Other times were spontaneous: 
 
 ILLUSTRATION 

 
When our daughter, Janelle ,  was a little girl, we went 
to see the movie  “The Little Mermaid.” 

  
In the movie, the Little Mermaid is deceived by an 
evil witch into disobey ing  her father  so she can 
pursue a relationship with a human prince.  

 
It ends up causing an inc redible amount of pain  and 
serious problems for her family, herself, and others.  

 
In the end , evil is defeated an d the Little  MermaidÕs 
father uses his power to transform her into a human 
and blesses the marriage of his daughter and the 
prince.  

 
After  the movie we had a good , age - appropriate  talk 
about good and evil, deception and obedience.  

 
The moral of the story t hat I impress ed on Janelle, 
was that if  the L ittle Mermaid had just obe yed her 
Daddy and asked for his help  in the first place , it 
would have protected her from the wicked witch and not 
caused everyone so much pain and problems.   And, 
everything would have  come out OK.  

 
I was trying to impress upon her the reason why God 
says, “Children, obey your parents in the Lord.” 
and a movie provided a teachable moment.  
 

To make an eternal impact upon children... 
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III.  Stay Close to Your Children  (v. 7)  
 
 READ  v. 7  
 

Stay close to them physically.  
Stay close to them relationally.  
Stay close to them spiritually.  

 
ILLUSTRATION 
 
About 10 days after the tragedies of September 11, 2001, I 
picked up a copy of USA Today and read the cover story:  
 
“American workers rethink priorities.” 
 
ÒThe terrorist attacks that took the lives of thousands of 
workers jolted people around the country into re - evaluating 
choices they've made about their jobs, family and career 
success.Ó  
( Copyright USA Today; Arlington, Va.; Oct 4, 2001; Stephan ie 
Armour)  
 
People were asked to prioritize eight priorities in life: 
 
Before 9/11      After 9/11 
* 1.  Career     1.  Family  (up from #5) 
2.  Heart  (internal well-being)    2.  Heart 
* 3.  Wealth     3.  God  (up from #7) 
4.  Health     4.  Health 
* 5.  Family     5.  Country  (up from #8) 
6.  Home     6.  Home 
7.  God     7.  Career  (down from #1) 
8.  Country     8.  Wealth  (down from #3) 
 
 
Staying close to children means  sacrificing some things  
weÕd rather do:  
 

it means if  youÕre a parent , that you plan time to be 
with your children... both quality and quantity.  
 

-  financially  
 

-  time  
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-  energy  
 

it takes deliberate planning... intentionality.  
 
it means if youÕre a part of the church family, you 
help with the church familyÕs children :  
 

- We ask every m ember of this church to serve as a 
helper  in the childrenÕs ministry every year.  
 
Why?  Because it takes all of us to meet the 
needs!  

 
-  There are more than 900 children  who are a part 
of our Kid Country Ministry  

 
-  On average, we minister to 600 children per 
weekend .  
 
-  It takes 135 adult helpers  each weekend  to 
assist the ChildrenÕs teachers and leaders.  

 
This keeps safe ratios in th e classes and makes 
learning  fun and effective.  
 
You are needed to help, you are needed to 
demonstrate the love of Jesus Ch rist to the 
children of the church family.  

 
“Father in Heaven, please use me to impact the lives 
of children for now and all eternity.  In Jesus’ Name, 
Amen.” 


