Satrday - Sunday, October 21-22

Making Your Life Count: Living On Purpose

“Living To Accumulate More ... How Much Is Enough?
Ecclesades5:8-6:12

Introduction
Update on seriesfocus E where weOg beenso far (SdomonOs

experimert, laging mearing and purpose; wisdom/knowledge
experiercing pleasire Bwork/labor/accanplishmerts E NOPE.

Tonight passage is similarto his earier writingsin Proverbs E wherehe
speaks with the wisdom heO$eengivenasone who is observing peaple
and the reallts of the choicesthey make and then brings his conclusions

of whathe seesE How much is enough?

Relevart quesion today E no materwhatyour income bracket might be
E realy aquedion thatis arsweredin the deepplacesof our life E then

reveak itself in the choicesand decisions we make.

Sdomon wasthe weathies manof hisday E maybe of all time. He

knew the upside and the downside of wealth personally E add his
wisdom to this and thereisrea®n to listencardully.

Hear from an expert on the subject E a guy peaple would pay good

money to hearspeakon this subjectthat he hasvag experiencein.

Sojoin me aswe atterd this unique fi nancial seminar that addressesthe

very peronal quedion E How muchis enough?

1. If you LOVE money you will never have enough.

(v. 10) Whoever loves money never has money enough,

whoever loves wealth is never satisfied with his income. This too is

meaningless

Lovesmoney. not hasmoney, raisesmoney, savesmoney, erjoys

money but E whoever lovesmoney E whatOshis look like?
[CHECK]

+ Loving money leaves you DISSATISFIED with what you

have

Whoever lovesmoney: Not just aproblem for one kind of
peron; you donOthave to have tons of money to be plagued with
thiskind of love. (young, old, married, single,incomelevel)

Never hasenough: no dollar ampunt’that ever reaclesthat level
where the person says now thatOst E | donOneedary more.
One more dollar in the bark, under the mattress.

Never satisfied No income level is ever realy enough, ever
realy brings satisfaction or contertmert (2003 study confirmed
what we all know E that matrial wartsincreas with the
amaunt of money we make).

Lag yearOsaise forgotten, erd of the yearbonus spert or
monthly income no longer satisfiesE  satisfaction and
contertmert for this person seemsto always exist in whatthey
donOwet have insteadof whatthey do have. (more money top
criteriain changing jobs/citieg

Why? Never meart to satisfy. Short term atbeg. Doesnothing
for the soul of aman Jesus said you could gain the ertire world
E reailting in the lose of whatOsnost importart E your soul.

(Hebrews 13:5) Keep your lives free from the love of money and
be content with what you have, because God has said, “Never
will I leave you, never will I forsake you.”

(1 Timothy 6:6-8) But godliness with contentment is great gain.
For we brought nothing into the world, and we can take nothing
out of it. But if we have food and clothing, we will be content
with that.

(Philippians 4:12) I know what it is to be in need, and I know
what it is to have plenty. I have learned the secret of being
content in any and every situation, whether well fed or hungry,
whether living in plenty or in want.

Loving money creates more PROBLEMS than it solves

(11-12) A4s goods increase, so do those who consume them.



2.

And what benefit are they to the owner except to feast his eyes
on them? "’ The sleep of a laborer is sweet, whether he eats little
or much, but the abundance of a rich man permits him no sleep.

More stuff: Attracts a crowd (lottery, boxers athlete, celebO}
More stuff: Just givesyou more to look atand admire
More stuff: Keeps you awake at night (count dollars not sheep

Why Sdomon makesthis reques of God in Prov.30:8-9, GGive
me neither poverty nor riches, but give me only my daily bread. 9
Otherwise, I may have too much and disown you and say, ‘Who
is the Lord?’ Or I may become poor and steal, and so dishonor
the name of my God.

(1 Timothy 6:10) For the love of money is a root of all kinds of
evil. Some people, eager for money, have wandered from the
faith and pierced themselves with many griefs.

If you HOARD wealth you will never have enough.

(v. 13-17) I have seen a grievous evil under the sun: wealth hoarded
to the harm of its owner, '* or wealth lost through some misfortune,
so that when he has a son there is nothing left for him. " Naked a
man comes from his mother’s womb, and as he comes, so he departs.
He takes nothing from his labor that he can carry in his hand. '® This
too is a grievous evil: As a man comes, so he departs, and what does
he gain, since he toils for the wind? '” All his days he eats in
darkness, with great frustration, affliction and anger.

Hoard Bto accunulate, amas, stockpile morethanisrealsticaly
needed [money, things, specific items, 2002 32M self storage
businessesnationwide = 1.3 billion ft of rerntable space, 18 pagesin
phone book, our summerreality checK

Weath hoarded harmsits owner E How? Sdomon must have seen
how frustrated, stressed, how endless were the efforts of someme
trying to just getalittle more, w/out much fun [NERF BALLS)]

End of life he carDtake it with him; camenaked, leawe naked

Hoarding isaform of greed the excesive desre for more thanone
needs or deserves

4+ Greed has become an ACCEPTED value in our culture;
fueled by a lack of personal security, significance and
acceptance.

(Luke 12:15) Then he said to them, “Watch out! Be on your
guard against all kinds of greed; a man’s life does not consist in
the abundance of his possessions.”

+ Greed is INCONSISTENT with what it means to be
Christian (Romars 12:1)

(Ephesians 5:3) But among you there must not be even a hint of
sexual immorality, or of any kind of impurity, or of greed,
because these are improper for God’s holy people.

(Colossians 3:5) Put to death, therefore, whatever belongs to
your earthly nature: sexual immorality, impurity, lust, evil
desires and greed, which is idolatry.

(James 5:3) Your gold and silver are corroded. Their corrosion
will testify against you and eat your flesh like fire. You have
hoarded wealth in the last days.

Why? (Christianity isabout giving, not taking; generacsity not
stinginess; the person who knows Jesus becaneslike Him)

+ Generosity is the ANTIDOTE to greed

(1 Timothy 6:18-19) Command those who are rich in this
present world ..., to be rich in good deeds, and to be generous
and willing to share.19 In this way they will lay up treasure for
themselves as a firm foundation for the coming age, so that they
may take hold of the life that is truly life.

3. If you ACCEPT that your wealth comes from and belongs to God

you will have enough.

(v. 19-20) Moreover, when God gives any man wealth and

possessions, and enables him to enjoy them, to accept his lot and be

happy in his work—this is a gift of God. *° He seldom reflects on the



days of his life, because God keeps him occupied with gladness of
heart.

4+ Your wealth COMES from God, ENJOY it!

God give it E Heerabesyouto erjoy it E live days w/o worry
4+ Your wealth BELONGS to God, be FAITHFUL with it!

v’ Befaithful to GnarageGall that God hasertrustedto you

(Psalm 24:1) The earth is the Lord’s, and everything in it,
the world, and all who live in it (Gen 2 Dtake careof what
belongs to God, what wassimple hasbecane complicated)

v' Befaithful to worship God by giving Him the tithe

(Malachi 3:10) Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse,
that there may be food in my house. Test me in this,” says
the Lord Almighty, “and see if I will not throw open the
floodgates of heaven and pour out so much blessing that you
will not have room enough for it.

Tithe mears 10" Bgiving God the tithe mears giving backto
him 10% of your income;to be aform of worship,
acknowledging that everything belongs to Him anyway;,
helps us to remember this through life.

[ILL: Hand out $10 bills, explain use, give one back]

VIDEO CLIP - “The Plate”



