Sunday July 30, 2006

Jesus: Up Close & Personal

ONHEN YOU WANT YOUR LI FE TO COUNTO
Mark 9:33-37, 10:13-16

Introduction
Final message in this mini-series, Qlesus: Up Close & PersonalQ

We’ve been looking at people in very different circumstances with very
different needs and the way Jesus has addressed these people’s
circumstances “up close and personal”, meeting the real needs they had.

For some it’s been when facing overwhelming circumstances, others
when they wondered if anyone cared, when their belief was on the line
and others when facing the impossible

This morning: “When You Want Your Life To Count”.

Everyone wants their life to count; to matter; to make a difference; to
impact the lives of others in some way (Ruby’s memorial service).

This morning we are going join the lives of Jesus and his followers as
they talk about how one’s life can count, what it means to be achieve
personal greatness according to God’s perspective.

1. Re-evaluatethetrue meaning of greatness. (v.33-35)

They came to Capernaum. When he was in the house, he asked them,
“What were you arguing about on the road?” But they kept quiet
because on the way they had argued about who was the greatest.
Sitting down, Jesus called the Twelve and said, “If anyone wants to
be first, he must be the very last, and the servant of all.”

Returning to Jesus home base of ministry in Capernaum — on the Sea
of Galilee; probably at the home Peter and Andrew.

In recent weeks Jesus had let his disciples know that being Messiah
meant he would have to die very soon; that following him meant
more than just lip service; that his capture would come as a result of
betrayal; all the while continuing to help his small group of
followers get ready for continuing His mission without Him.

As they approach Capernaum an argument is taking place among
Jesus followers (not uncommon among the 12 disciples). Jesus
asked what they were arguing about but they remained mute.

Why? Instead of discussing some of the recent important statements
Jesus had made to them they were caught up in one of the common
discussions of this group and of the society they were living in.

Greatness ... what it meant, how you became great and who the
greatest was among them. U can hear them can’t you?

Peter, James & John — must be one of us cuz Jesus takes us places
you don’t; Matthew — yea, but look at the despicable lifestyle I left
behind; Judas — look at who has charge of our finances; John —
Jesus seems to be closer to me than any of you; Peter — I’'m the
spokesman for the group; Andrew — I’m Peter’s brother, but because
he is always saying the wrong thing at the wrong time it must be me.

Jesus, knowing the cause of their argument, sat down and
contributed unexpected insight into their discussion on greatness
when he told them ...

“If anyone wants to be first, he must be the very last, and the
servant of all.”

Jesus didn’t tell them to stop arguing or that the focus of the
argument was a waste of time but instead ...

U want to talk about greatness, OK, here we go, I can speak to that, |
know something about greatness, what makes someone great.

He had told them previously that in order to save their life they must
lose it so here he introduces another striking paradox ...

U want to be great: embrace lastness, not firstness (a greatness not
determined position, popularity, possessions, comparisons,
accomplishments); AND further more ... to become great actively
serve others without distinction..

Instead of being known (embrace obscurity); being first (embrace
lastness); titles and position (embrace no ID than “servant of all”).

Become this kind of person and you will be great in God’s eyes.



How do you think the disciples responded after hearing this words —
mouths wide open (shut) in unbelief, you’re kidding, how do we get
from where we are to what you just described?

How does this change take place? (takes time & focus in 3 areas):
* By how you seeat Jesus (Phil. 2:5-11, Mk 10:45)

Mark 10:45 (NLT) For even I, the Son of Man, came here not to
be served but to serve others, and to give my life as a ransom for
many.” (cf. 1 John 2:6)

* By how you seeyourself (Eph. 2:4-5, Gal.2:20, 1Jn 2:6)

(Ephesians 2:4-5) But because of his great love for us, God, who
is rich in mercy, made us alive with Christ even when we were
dead in transgressions—it is by grace you have been saved.

* By how you seeothers (Phil. 2:3-5, Mark 12:31)

(Philippians 2:3-5) Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain
conceit, but in humility consider others better than yourselves.
Each of you should look not only to your own interests, but also
to the interests of others. Your attitude should be the same as
that of Christ Jesus:

Reevaluate the meaning of greatness in this way and you will live a
life that counts, makes a difference.

Remove limitations from who you will serve. (v. 36-37)

He took a little child and had him stand among them. Taking him in
his arms, he said to them, 37 “Whoever welcomes one of these little
children in my name welcomes me,; and whoever welcomes me does
not welcome me but the one who sent me.”

Children were considered insignificant in Jesus society. They had no
power, no status, few rights; vulnerable, dependant, under the
authority of others. Adults were considered to have greater worth
and significance because of where they were not children anymore.

Yet Jesus brings a child next to him (standing?) in order to teach his
disciples the extent to which they were to serve; humble service to
the most humble amongst them; to the lowly, those considered
insignificant, those without status, few rights, most vulnerable.

Jesus makes it clear that when his disciples serve like this (w/o limit)
they will be welcoming to those they serve, to Jesus Himself, and to
God the Father who sent His Son into the world.

We see at least 2 ways to remove limits on our own service (2 sides
of the same coin — one “do this” but “don’t do this”):

* Bewilling to serve anyone Jesus would serve (Gospels)

Outcasts, sinners, the sick, the disenfranchised, the lowly, the
hurting, the unknown and forgotten ...got him in lots of trouble
(Herb’s comment — go anywhere, anytime, serving anyone)

 DonOtshow favori tism: putting one kind of person over
another (James2:1, Luke 10:25-37; Jack’s comment — Jesus
picks your friends)

My brothers, as believers in our glorious Lord Jesus Christ,
don’t show favoritism. (making distinctions between people
based on your particular bias ... builds walls of exclusiveness
rather than inclusiveness)

Remain CchildlikeOthroughout your spiritual journey.
(Mark 10:13-16)

People were bringing little children to Jesus to have him touch them,
but the disciples rebuked them. "* When Jesus saw this, he was
indignant.

Jesus reputation about his radical acceptance of children had spread
and as a result parents and adults brought children of all ages to him
for his blessing upon them.

The disciples still didn’t get it ... they “rebuked” the adults bringing
the children. This would have been in line with attitude of the day.

Jesus response ... he was indignant ... and he responded to their
reaction with this command.



“Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder them, for the
kingdom of God belongs to such as these. " I tell you the truth,
anyone who will not receive the kingdom of God like a little child
will never enter it.” '° And he took the children in his arms, put his
hands on them and blessed them.

The kingdom of God belonged to one’s like these ... a person must
receive God’s kingdom like a child or not at all.

What did he mean? What is it about a child that Jesus would want us
to consider as we think about this application to our own lives?

* Remain dependant - “I need help!”
e Remain teachable - “I don’t know!”

e Remain curious P “I’m interested”

[VIDEO CLIP - young child in our church talking about her faith in
her Sunday morning class]

1% And he took the children in his arms, put his hands on them and
blessed them. (blessed them fervently; to show favor/acceptance)

Concluding statement: If you want your life to count, then
reevaluating greatness based on Jesus definition; serve people w/o
limits and cultivate the attitude of a child by remaining dependant,
teachable and curious throughout your life.

Prayer (2" hour only)

I nvitation

Closing song: Hope of the Nations



