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CPEN to Acts 3:1 (PAGE 1694)

| NTRODUCTI ON

| was talking to a lady this week who is a part of a snal
group Bible Study and recently they’ ve been challenged to
be witnesses for Christ. She and the others in the group
are accepting what God’s word says about this, and, so,
they’ re becom ng nore and nore sensitive to opportunities
God presents to them

This one lady had finished a nedical appt. And on her way
out, she saw a young wonan with a child. She was covered
with a scarf and dressed |ike Misli mwonen do.

Their eyes net, and rather than turning away, she felt
pronpted to smle and say, “Hello!”, so she did!

To her surprise, the young not her approached her and told
her that she needed a ride to another nedical clinic. Her
child needed attention, her husband couldn’t get off work,
and she was stranded.

The church nmenber drove her to the nedical clinic, and when
the Musliml ady said, “Thank you,” she felt pronpted to
witness to her, so she said sonething |Iike, “Jesus Chri st
has hel ped ne many tinmes in ny life, so, | wanted to help
you.”

And then they parted ways.

That’s what you call a Divine appointnent. God arranged
t he appoi nt ment !

Today, as we |look at Acts 3, we see sonmething simlar
happeni ng.

But, first we need to back up to Acts 2:42, because it |ays
t he groundwork for what we read in chapter 3.

To be used powerfully by God..



|. Abide in Christ (Acts 2:42-43)

READ Acts 2:42-43. This is the climate in which the
apostles and the entire church are living. They are daily
pursuing their relationship with Christ. They are doing it
with great joy and in a consistent, even disciplined
manner. And, as a result, Christ is making H s presence
known anong them .. “awe.”

This is where serving God in H s power begins... living in
Jesus, and letting Hmlive freely in you.

This sets the stage for the second point:

To be used powerfully by God..

1. Be Sensitive to God’s Pronptings (v. 1-3)

READ v. 1-3

God is arrangi ng an event that only He knows about:

- Peter and John going to pray at the tenple at one of
the three daily tinmes of prayer for faithful Jews.
(v. 1)

And at the sane tine...

- Acrippled man is being carried to one of the tenple
gates, “Beautiful.” This is his daily place of
begging. (v. 2)

They’ re all doing what they normally would do. They
don’t know that God has arranged sonet hing amazi ng for

t hem

God is always at work arranging Hs will... whether
we’'re in our normal routines or doing sonething
speci al .

The crippled man arrives at the tenple gate first,
and, as Peter and John approach, he asks them for
noney.

Pet er and John are overflowing in the riches and



power of God, but, they don’t have what the crippled
man i s asking for.

Their pockets are enpty... they have no noney... not
one copper or silver or gold coin to place in the
man’ s hand, so that he can buy sonme food to fill his

enpty stomach.

But... they do have what he really needs..

The apostles are poor in material things, but they are

very rich in the things of God. They are:

full of the Holy Spirit,

abounding in God' s grace,

weal thy in God s forgiveness,

rich in relationships with fell ow believers,

rich in spiritual gifts,

fully equi pped for every good work,

They have:

conplete and full access to God in prayer

abundant insight into God’s word through the Holy

Spirit,

“every spiritual blessing” in the heavenly real ns

because they have a relationship with Jesus
Chri st.

They are:
Bel oved children of God,
Princes of the King,
Full of humility, and

Ful | of the power of God Al m ghty,



They don’t have the world' s riches, but they are rich
and powerful in the Lord!!

And the same is true of every child of God... al
these riches are ours, all these privileges are ours!

Now, Peter is walking close with the Lord, and, so he hears
the voice of God as He pronpts himto exercise H's power on
behal f of the crippled man.

To be used powerfully by God... 11. Be Sensitive to God’ s
Pronpt i ngs

To be used powerfully by God..

I11. Trust God’ s Pronptings and Rely on His Power (v. 4-
8)

In faith, Peter and John respond to God’s pronpting... they
share the power and riches of God with this man.

READ v. 4-8: “Peter |ooked straight at him as did John.
Then Peter said, ‘Look at us!’

5 So the man gave them his attention, expecting to get
sonmet hing fromthem

6 Then Peter said, ‘Silver or gold I do not have but what
| have | give you. In the nanme of Jesus Christ of
Nazareth, wal k.’”

So, in obedience to God’s pronpting, they speak God’ s word,

and God rel eases Hi s power:

READ v. 7-8 *“Taking himby the right hand, he hel ped him
up, and instantly the man’s feet and ankl es becane strong.
8 He junped to his feet and began to wal k. Then he went
wth theminto the tenple courts, wal king and junpi ng, and
prai sing God.”

By trusting God's pronpting and giving to the man what God
has given them the nman is healed and God is glorified.

And the sanme is true for us: As we trust God s pronptings,
He uses us to acconplish His purposes in people s lives.




Hebrews 11 is all about people trusting God by doi ng what
He tells themto do... and the powerful things God does as
a result. There are people of all kinds, bold, timd, nen,
wonen, prophets and ki ngs and commoners, and as they
respond in faith, God works Hi s powerful purposes through
all of them

v. 4. Abel (first and finest offering)

v. 7: Noah (build what no one had ever seen or done)

v. 8. Abraham (go to a place | will show you)

v. 23: Moses’ Momand Dad (hid Moses in a little
crib boat... and watched God send Pharaoh’s
daughter to take himup, and raise himin
t he pal ace, and becone a Prince of Egypt and
ultimately God s prophet.

Now, let’s continue through this passage, because the story
isn't over!

As inportant as this man’s healing is, and it is inportant,
there is sonmething bigger that God is doing.

You see, many times in the Gospels and Acts, miracles are
called “mracul ous signs.” (see Acts 2:43) That is, the
mracle is like a sign... it is pointing a certain
direction, or it displays a necessary nessage.

In this case, the mracle points to Jesus. The necessary
nmessage for the people in the tenple is that Jesus is the

Messi ah, the Savior they have been waiting for and readi ng
about in the Scriptures for thousands of years.

To be used powerfully by God..

|V. Be Prepared to Share Your Faith (v. 9-26, 4:4)

READ v. 9-26, 4:4

God used the faith of Peter and John, and the mracle of
the crippled man’s healing, to get the attention of the
cromd so they could hear the nessage of Jesus.



Notice the pattern

1. Peter and John are daily developing their
relationship with God through H's word, prayer, and
fell owship with other believers.

2. CGod pronpts themin the direction of Hs will.
3. By faith, they obey H's pronpting.

4. CGod puts His |ove and nessage on displ ay.

| LLUSTRATI ON

“Waiting to board the plane, | had the Bible on ny I ap and
was very intent upon what | was doing. |'d had a narvel ous
morning with the Lord. | say that because | want to tel

you it is a scary thing to have the Spirit of God really
working in you. You could end up doing sone things you
never woul d have done otherwise. Life in the Spirit can be
dangerous for a thousand reasons not the |east of which is
your ego.

| tried to keep fromstaring but he was such a strange
sight. Hunped over in a wheelchair, he was skin and bones,
dressed in clothes that obviously fit when he was at | east
twenty pounds heavier. H's knees protruded fromhis
trousers, and his shoul ders | ooked |ike the coat hanger was
still in his shirt. H's hands | ooked Iike tangl ed nmasses
of veins and bones. The strangest part of himwas his hair
and nails. Stringy gray hair hung well over his shoul ders
and down part of his back. H's fingernails were |ong.

Cl ean, but strangely out of place on an old man.

| | ooked down at ny Bible as fast as | could, disconfort
burning ny face. As | tried to imagine what his story

m ght have been, | found nyself wondering if I'd just had a
Howar d Hughes sighting. Then, | renenbered that he was
dead. So this man in the airport... an inpersonator nmaybe?

WAs a canera on us somewhere?

There | sat trying to concentrate on the Word to keep from
bei ng concerned about a thin slice of humanity served on a
wheel chair only a few seats fromne. Al the while ny
heart was growi ng nore and nore overwhelned with a feeling
for him Let’s admt it. Curiosity is a heap nore



confortable than true concern, and suddenly | was awash
wi th aching enotion for this bizarre-|ooking old man.

| had wal ked with God | ong enough to see the handwiting on
the wall. 1’ve learned that when | begin to feel what God
feels, sonething so contrary to ny natural feelings,
sonething dramatic is bound to happen. And it may be
enbarrassing. | imediately began to resi st because |
could feel God working on ny spirit and | started arguing
with God in ny m nd.

“Ch no, God please no.” | |ooked up at the ceiling as if |
could stare straight through it into heaven and said,
‘Don’t nake me witness to this nman. Not right here and
now. Please. 1’ll do anything. Put ne on the sane plane,
but don’t make me get up here and witness to this man in
front of this gawki ng audi ence. Please, Lord!

There | sat in the blue vinyl chair begging Hi s Hi ghness,
‘Pl ease don’t make nme witness to this man. Not now. |’
do it on the plane.

Then | heard it... ‘1 don't want you to wtness to him |
want you to brush his hair.’

The words were so clear, ny heart leapt into ny throat, and
nmy thoughts spun like a top. Do | witness to the man or

brush his hair? No brainier. | |ooked straight back up at
the ceiling and said, ‘God, as | live and breathe, | want
you to know | amready to witness to this man. |I'mon this
Lord. |’m Your nessenger! You’ ve never seen a wonman
witness to a man faster in your life. Wat difference does
it make if his hair is a ness if he is not redeened? | am
on him | amgoing to witness to this man.

Again as clearly as |’ve ever heard an audi bl e word, God
seened to wite this statenent across the wall of ny m nd.

‘“That is not what | said. | don't want you to witness to
him | want you to go brush his hair.’
| |1 ooked up at God and qui pped, ‘I don’t have a hairbrush.

It’s in ny suitcase on the plane; how am | supposed to
brush his hair w thout a hairbrush?

God was so insistent that | alnost involuntarily began to
wal k toward himas these thoughts cane to ne from God’ s
word: ‘God will fully equip us for every good thing He
wants us to do.’” (2 Tim 3:17) [paraphrase from NLT]



| stunbled over to the wheelchair thinking | could use one
nmyself. | knelt down in front of the man, and asked as
denurely as possible, ‘Sir, may | have the pl easure of
brushi ng your hair?

He | ooked back at ne and said, ‘Wat did you say?

‘“May | have the pleasure of brushing your hair? To which
he responded in volunme ten, “Little lady, if you expect ne
to hear you, you' re going to have to talk | ouder than
that.”

At this point, | took a deep breath and blurted out, ‘'SIR
MAY | HAVE THE PLEASURE OF BRUSHI NG YOUR HAIR?' ... at

whi ch point every eye in the place darted right at ne.
was the only thing in the room | ooking nore peculiar than
old M. Longl ocks.

Face crinmson and forehead breaking out in a sweat, |
wat ched himl ook up at me with absol ute shock on his face,
and say, ‘If you really want to.

Are you kidding? OF course | didn't want to. But Cod
didn't seeminterested in ny personal preference right

about then. He pressed on ny heart until | could utter the
words, ‘Yes, sir, | would be pleased. But | have one
little problem | don't have a hairbrush.’

‘I have one in ny bag,’” he responded. | went around to the

back of that wheelchair, and I got on ny hands and knees
and unzi pped the stranger’s old carry-on hardly believing

what | was doing. | stood up and started brushing the old
man’s hair. It was perfectly clean, but it was tangled and
mat t ed.

| don’t do many things well, but | nust admt |’ve had

not abl e experi ence untangling knotted hair nothering two
little girls. Like I’'d done with either Amanda or Ml i ssa
in such a condition, | began brushing at the very bottom of
the strands, renenbering to take ny time not to pull.

A mracul ous thing happened to ne as | started brushing
that old man’s hair. Everybody else in the room

di sappeared. There was no one alive for those nonents
except that old man and nme. | brushed and | brushed and |
brushed until every tangle was out of that hair. | know



this sounds so strange but 1’ve never felt that kind of

| ove for another soul in ny entire life. | believe with
all ny heart, I--for that few mnutes--felt a portion of
the very love of God... that He had overtaken ny heart for

alittle while like someone renting a room and naki ng
H nsel f at honme. The enotions were so strong and so pure
that I knew they had to be God’s.

H's hair was finally as soft and snooth as an infant’s. |
slipped the brush back in the bag, went around the chair to
face him | got back down on ny knees, put ny hands on his
knees, and said, ‘Sir, do you know ny Jesus? He said,
‘Yes, | do.’

Well, that figures, | thought. He explained, ‘1’ve known
Hmsince | married ny bride. She wouldn’t marry nme until

| got to know the Savior.” He said, ‘You see, the problem
is, | haven't seen ny bride in nonths. |[|’ve had open-heart
surgery, and she’'s been too ill to conme see ne. | was
sitting here thinking to nyself, what a nmess | nust be for
nmy bride.

Only God knows how often He allows us to be part of a

di vi ne nonment when we’re conpletely unaware of the
significance. This, on the other hand, was one of those
rare encounters when | knew God had intervened in details
only He could have known. It was a God nonent, and |’ |
never forget it. Qur time cane to board, and we were not
on the sane pl ane.

| was deeply ashaned of how |’'d acted earlier and would
have been so proud to have acconpani ed hi mon that
aircraft.

| still had a few mnutes, and as | gathered ny things to
board, the airline hostess returned fromthe corridor,
tears stream ng down her cheeks. She said, ‘That old man’s
sitting on the plane, sobbing. Wy did you do that? What
made you do that?

| said, ‘Do you know Jesus? He can be the bossiest thing!
And we got to share.

| got on nmy own flight, sobs choking ny throat, wondering
how many opportunities just like that one had I m ssed
along the way... all because | didn’'t want people to think



10

| was strange. God didn’t send ne to that old man. He
sent that old nman to ne.”

CONCLUSI ON

Notice the sane pattern we saw in the Scriptures:

1. This woman was neeting with God that norning
through H's word and prayer.

Do you think you can fit sonme personal time with
God into your schedul e?

2. CGod pronpts her in the direction of Hs will.

Are you famliar enough with God’s word that you
know H s voice when you hear it?

3. She trusts God' s pronpting and noves into action.

Do you act when God pronpts you?

4. (God uses her to share His | ove and H s nessage.

Can you share your faith? Do you?

April 10 begins a new “Share Your Faith” class.
Sign up! Wite it on your conmunication card or
call the church office.

“Father in Heaven, |1'd like to spend tinme with You and get
to know Your voice so | can respond to You day-by-day and
live the exciting adventures You have for ne. Thank You
for speaking to ne and directing ne. In Jesus’ Nane, Anen.



