
When God Has More in Mind 
“Jesus’ Promise Fulfilled” 

Acts 2:1-21 
 
Introduction 
 
24 hour prayer emphasis, Friday noon – Sat. noon, connected to our 
efforts on the multipurpose building (Wade’s letter); 370 have already 
signed up to pray at least 30 minutes during this 24 period.  Fill out the 
card in your bulletin, when you plan on coming, drop off in street. 
 
Sensor lighting illustration; the need to wait for someone with the ability, 
power to do something with what I bought. 
 
Relates to where the disciples found themselves; 3 !  yrs w/Jesus; 
experienced His life and ministry; did ministry with Him but now it was 
all like boxes in the garage without the power or ability to do anything 
with them. 
 
For the disciples to get on with the work Jesus gave them they needed the 
One Who gives them the power they lacked, the Holy Spirit. 
 
We see this promise fulfilled in the second chapter of Acts when …   
 
1. Jesus fulfilled His promise at just the right TIME. (read 2:1-4) 
 

Why now? Because … 
 
¥ Jesus had LEFT  

   
 Jesus told His disciples that the coming of the Spirit would not 

precede His return to heaven; He would send Him. (John 16:7) 
  
 Jesus had been with them 40 days following His resurrection and 

at this point had been gone for 10 days. (Acts 1:9 left in clouds) 
 
 His departure meant the Spirit’s arrival could come at anytime. 

 
 

¥ His followers had remained obedient (Acts 1:4, 2:1) 
 
Jesus told them to wait; don’t start before the Spirit comes and 
they obeyed His directive. 
 
They stayed together, prayed and filled Judas’ vacancy. 

 
Imagine what this must have been like: temptation to get on with 
it; anticipation of just what the Spirit’s arrival would be like. 
 
Their ongoing obedience set the stage for the coming of the 
Spirit; like our ongoing obedience does today.   
 
(John 14:21) Whoever has My commands and obeys them, he is 
the one who loves Me. He who loves Me will be loved by My 
Father, and I too will love him and show myself to him.Ó 
 
Your obedience brings the power and presence of God’s Spirit; 
the very presence of the Father, Son & the Holy Spirit … wow! 
 
 

Finally, why now?  So that … 
 

¥ Acts 1:8 could be VISUALIZED   
 

In Acts 1:8 Jesus told His disciples,  “But you will receive power 
when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be My 
witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the 
ends of the Earth.Ó 
 
These words describe the future geographic expansion of the 
Church, an expansion that would impact and change the lives of 
people from every tribe, tongue and nation.   
 
The city of Jerusalem was set up for this to take place; Feast of 
Pentecost, completion of the barley harvest and the beginning of 
the wheat harvest; population swelled to over 200M with a 
minimum of 15 nations represented (read v. 5, 9-11a). 
 

Jesus fulfilled His promise at just the right time! In time for a whole 
new kind of harvest; a harvest that would see people from every 
nation responding to the message about Jesus. 
 

 
Next we see that … 
 
2. Jesus fulfilled His promise in just the right WAY.  
 
 
 

(v. 2-3) Suddenly a sound like the blowing of a violent wind came 
from heaven and filled the whole house where they were sitting. 3 



They saw what seemed to be tongues of fire that separated and came 
to rest on each of them.  
 
Why in this way?  So that … 
 
¥ The disciples would witness His coming PHYSICALLY  

 
Just as Jesus’ bodily resurrection 50 days earlier was 
authenticated by His physical consumption of some fish, so the 
coming of the Spirit was witnessed physically as well. 

 
Their ears heard … violent loud sounds; like tornado, twister, 
hurricane combined but without the physical force.   
 
Their eyes saw … tongues of fire, separated and coming to rest 
on each one in the room.  (Luke 3:16 – baptized Spirit & fire) 
 
Significance of “tongues of fire” - fire was a biblical reference to 
the Holy Spirit; the impact and force of His dynamic power as it 
spread; looked liked “tongues”- a prelude to the way the Spirit’s 
power was going to be experienced and revealed, impacting both 
what they said and how they said it.  
 

 
Why in this way?  So that … 

 
¥ The disciples would witness His coming SPIRITUALLY  
 

(v. 4, 6) 44All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began 
to speak in other tongues as the Spirit enabled them. 6When they 
heard this sound, a crowd came together in bewilderment, 
because each one heard them speaking in his own language 

 
They were all filled w/Spirit - God did it; Jesus’ promise in John 
14:17 Spirit not just with them but in them; idea is that they were 
now controlled and empowered by the One who empowered the 
One they were following, so they could do what He did. (you too 
– “be filled” Eph. 5:18) 
 
They were given the “supernatural” ability by the Spirit to speak  
good news about Jesus in languages they didn’t know.   
 
Greek was the common language in this area; like English is 
today in so many countries.  If they would have spoken in Greek 
most, if not everyone, in Jerusalem would have understood but 
that’s not what happened.  Why? 

 
Communicating in one’s own language is personal, says 
something special both about the importance of the message and 
the importance of the people receiving the message. 
 

 This ability given by the Spirit to these men was a brilliant 
strategy to emphasize and demonstrate this truth. (C. Peter 
Wagner, Wycliffe Bible Translators) 
 

  
Doing it this way also meant … 

 
¥ People would have to respond in some way (got attention) 
 

Confused … (v. 6-8) When they heard this sound, a crowd came 
together in bewilderment, because each one heard them 
speaking in his own language. 7 Utterly amazed, they asked: 
ÒAre not all these men who are speaking Galileans (little 
respect, kind of backward, uneducated)? 8 Then how is it that 
each of us hears them in his own native language? 
 
Amazed … (v. 11-12)  … we hear them declaring the wonders 
of God in our own tongues!Ó 12 Amazed and perplexed, they 
asked one another, ÒWhat does this mean?Ó  
 

Abusive skeptics … (v. 13) Some, however, made fun of them 
and said, ÒThey have had too much wine.Ó  
 

 When we walk with God, filled with His Spirit, God captures the 
attention of others for His Son! (ILL) 

 
Finally,  
 
3. Jesus fulfilled His promise just as it was FORETOLD. (v. 14-21, 

cf. Joel 2:28-32) 
 

Peter tells the crowd what all of this means … 15 These men are not 
drunk, as you suppose. ItÕs only nine in the morning!  16 No, this is 
what was spoken by the prophet Joel: Ò17ÔIn the last days, God says, 
I will pour out My Spirit on all people.  
 
Not drunk, a fulfillment of Joel’s prediction hundreds of yrs earlier 
 
 

This means that … 
 
¥ The Spirit’s arrival marks the BEGINNING of the last days 



 
Last days = time initiated by Spirit’s arrival concluded by Jesus 
return and the end of human history as we’ve known it.  The 
clock is ticking … (wars, rumors wars, famine, earthquakes, 
persecution, false Christ’s, Gospel preached worldwide) 
 
 

It also means that … 
 

¥ The Spirit is given without DISTINCTION  (w/o prejudice, 
favoritism, partiality) 

 
(v. 17-18) Your sons and daughters (generational) will prophesy, 
your young men will see visions, your old men (age) will dream 
dreams. 18 Even on My servants,(social standing) both men and 
women,(gender) I will pour out My Spirit in those days, and they 
will prophesy. (cf. Galatians 3:28) 

  
 
The following signs are yet to come. 

 
(v.19) I will show wonders in the heaven above and signs on the 
earth below, blood and fire and billows of smoke. 20 The sun will 
be turned to darkness and the moon to blood before the coming 
of the great and glorious day of the Lord.  
 
Mt. 24 says that Jesus’ return would come after this takes place. 
 
 

Another sign of the last days is that … 
 

¥ The Spirit is given to everyone who “biblically” believes in 
Jesus 

 
(v. 21) And everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be 
saved (rescued).Õ      
 
Name of the Lord – calling upon Who He really is: God, Savior, 
Lord, Son of God with a commitment to follow after Him and to 
make Him known the rest of your life. 

Concluding comments   
 
Jesus’ promised fulfilled meant the beginning of a Church empowered 
and directed by the Spirit. 
 

Loving God and loving others with the very heartbeat of the Spirit; 
without partiality, prejudice, walls and with the understanding that this 
could not happen without the filling of the Spirit of God. 
 
Is this how you live?  Are you experiencing the fullness of His Spirit or 
are you slugging it out under you own power, intelligence, experience? If 
you are this probably means you are kind of tired. 
 
The command in Eph. 5:18 “be filled with the Spirit” is for all of us.  Let 
God fill you with Himself, let Him control and direct your life so that 
you grow in Him and impact those around with the greatest news ever 
given to human beings:   
 
 
Pray (9  & 10:45) 
 
 
Closing song (10:45 a.m. only) 
 

Travis dismiss after song 


