
What Time Is I t?   
1st B January 6-7 2006 
2 Timothy 4:5, 1 Corinthians 3:6-7  
 
As you may know, Sarah, Lili and I are missionaries to Slovenia, a small country in central Europe 
that was born out of the fall of the Iron Curtain and specifically the old Yugoslavia.   
I hesitate to show you pictures of Slovenia, because then you won’t think we’re real missionaries.   
SLIDE 1:  Slovenia map (country names fade in automatically) 
SLIDE 2:  Mountain – a lovely Alpine country 
SLIDE 3:  Lake Bled – yes, I actually took that picture.   
SLIDE 4:  Many castles – here is one built into the mouth of a cave on a cliff 
SLIDE 5:  Adriatic coast – our Venetian city of Piran 
SLIDE 6:  City – downtown Ljubljana  
 
SLIDE 7:  It’s a lovely place to live.  It’s a very prosperous nation.   
SLIDE 7 click 2) Just 6 days ago, Slovenia said goodbye to the tolar and has adopted the euro, ! , 
the only new EU country to be able to do so.   
 
But, there’s something very wrong behind the veneer.   
Foe example, a recent Slovenia Times Article titled: .   
ÒJingle Bells For Some, Death Bells For OthersÓ is about the strangely high suicide rate in 
Slovenia.   
Slovenia has the highest number of suicides among elderly people (above 65 years) in the world, 
the third highest suicide rate for women, and the ninth highest suicide rate overall.   
The article said:  
SLIDE 8:  “What on Earth is making us so miserable? Every foreigner who comes to Slovenia and 
sees its natural beauty says we live in a paradise - but judging by these statistics, we have a proper 
hell residing in our souls. We might be successful economically, but our nation is none the happier 
or less suicidal because of it.”  
We know what the hope is.  Slovenia needs to meet the real, the living Jesus Christ.   
 
Our specific mission is to help churches plant more churches.  That there could be a life-giving 
church within reach of every Slovene.   
2 million people with just about 1,100 evangelical believers in 40 small churches, in only 30 of 210 
counties.   
Things are happening, churches are getting planted, and of course the recent New Hope tour was 
huge.   
 
But we still don’t see big numbers of churches getting planted.  Is that ok?   
Our supervisor shared with us a verse in 1 Chronicles in one of those lists you normally skip over.  
1 Chronicles 12 lists the divisions who were ready to fight with David.  Most numbering in the 
thousands, and listed by the number of soldiers.   
Only one tribe is listed by the number of chiefs, 200.  Issachar.   
1 Chronicles 12:32 
SLIDE 9:  “men of Issachar, who understood the times and knew what Israel should do“ 
Our supervisor asked us, “What time is it in Slovenia?”   
 
SLIDE 10:  “What time is it?” 
Not what does the clock say, but what needs to happen in Slovenia right now?  Church planting 
time?  Yes.  Major spiritual harvest time?  Not yet.  But it will be, and we are working hard in a 
variety of ways to prepare the ground for that.   
That’s what time it is in Slovenia.   



 
And you can learn more about Slovenia at the table in the foyer – take a tolar, get our prayer card.   
 
What time is it in Modesto?  On planet earth?   
 
The ancient Greeks had two words for time, chronos and kairos.  
SLIDE 10 click 1:  Chronos is chronological or sequential time.  It’s now (7:15).  Tomorrow is 
Sunday (Monday).   
 
SLIDE 10 click 2:  The other word, kairos we see in Mark 1:15 
"The time has come," he said. "The kingdom of God is near. Repent and believe the good news!" 
– It’s the perfect time, the right moment for Jesus to begin His public ministry.   
Kairos: "a period of time in which "something" special happens.”  A season, the right time, 
opportunity.  
 
We see kairos again in Ephesians 5:15-16 
SLIDE 11:  Ephesians 5:15-16 (opportunity underlined) 
“Be very careful, then, how you live—not as unwise but as wise, making the most of every (kairos) 
opportunity, because the days are evil.” 
In other versions, redeeming the time.   
-Utilize the opportunities God brings your way for kingdom impact.   
 
SLIDE 12:  Ephesians 6:18 (occasions underlined)  
“And pray in the Spirit on all occasions (kairos) with all kinds of prayers and requests. With this in 
mind, be alert and always keep on praying for all the saints.” 
-Pray at all times, at all opportunities.  Not walk around praying 24/7, but as the occasion arises.   
 
SLIDE 13:  Galatians 6:9-10 (time and opportunity underlined) 
“Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the proper (kairos) time we will reap a harvest if 
we do not give up. Therefore, as we have (kairos) opportunity, let us do good to all people, 
especially to those who belong to the family of believers.” 
 
SLIDE 14:  2 Corinthians 6:2b (time underlined) 
“I tell you, now is the (kairos) time of God's favor, now is the day of salvation.” 
Don’t wait!  Now.  Do it!   
-Share your faith.   
-Or, if you don’t yet know Christ personally, receive the free gift of salvation. 
It’s time.   
 
What time is it?   
-It’s harvest time.  Time to pray.  Time to do good.  Time to live a global impact life.   
-It is time for us to shine; to be the good news.   
 
You might remember some great sermons this last year on sharing your faith, from Pastor Wade, 
from missionary John Glass and Mike Moran in October.   
 
Kind of strange for me to preach on this same topic.  I’m no expert.   
If there is one part of the Christian life that has brought a lot of guilt and fear, it’s this.  Yes, I’m an 
ordained pastor and a missionary, but I’m not a great evangelist.   
 
So, this morning can be a kind of support group for folks who struggle with – evangelism.   
 My name is Todd, and I struggle with sharing my faith.   



 
But, why is it so hard for some of us?   
What’s my role?   
We know what the Bible says about reaching out:   
SLIDE 15:  Matt 5:13a and 14-15 
"You are the salt of the earth.  
"You are the light of the world. A city on a hill cannot be hidden. Neither do people light a lamp 
and put it under a bowl. Instead they put it on its stand, and it gives light to everyone in the house.” 

It’s natural. normal.  Salt affects the things around it, seasoning, preserving.   
Light exists to illuminate.  Crazy to hide it.  That’s who we are.   

 -Be who you are.   
 
SLIDE 16:  Jesus said in Matt 28:18-20  
"All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Therefore go and make disciples of all 
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and 
teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the 
very end of the age." 
Our Great Commission is to make disciples.   
Literally, as you are going, make disciples.  Not something necessarily that is out of the ordinary.  
As you live life make disciples.   
And remember you go in the authority of the ruler of the universe, and He goes with you.   
God wrote the letter, you’re just the postman.  Or as Paul says, we are the letter God is sending, we 
embody the message of the Gospel in the way we live.   
 
Great.  I agree with all that.  But isn’t that someone else’s job?  I’m not an evangelist.  I’m serving 
God in ministry in other ways.   
Well, another passage that helps me in relation to sharing my faith is in 2 Timothy 4:5.   
SLIDE 17:   
“… keep your head in all situations, endure hardship, do the work of an evangelist, discharge all the 
duties of your ministry.” 
-Like Sesame Street – which one is not like the others?  Three general things, one specific.   
Ok, stay steady when life is out of control.  Endure hardship.  Fulfill your ministry.  Ok.  Do the 
work of an evangelist?  But that’s his job!   
 
What does it mean to “discharge all the duties of your ministry.”   
In English, we ask, what do you do? to find out a person’s occupation.  (ask someone?)  
In Slovene, we say, what is your “poklic” – your calling?   
Maybe we should ask that question.   
 What’s my ministry?  My calling?   

I know why God made me.  Connecting the body.  Helping others to succeed.   
  I love working with the various pastors in Slovenia.   
  I love being the guy who knows everyone and makes connections.   
  I love the idea of helping new churches get started all over Slovenia.   
 That’s my role.  My ministry.  And Paul says to me, do it!  Do it well!   
Discharge all the duties of your ministry.   
But he also says to me, “do the work of an evangelist”    
 I’m not an evangelist. Who are evangelists?   
 
In Acts we see Philip the evangelist. 
I guess we know what Philip’s ministry was.  He must have shared with anything that breathed.  
He’s definitely an evangelist.   
 



From Ephesians 4, we know some are given the spiritual gift of being an evangelist and helping 
others in that.   
 But I know I don’t have that gift.   
What does it mean to be an evangelist?  
 
SLIDE 18: 
SLIDE 18 click 1:. Evangel = good news 
SLIDE 18 Click 2: Evangelist = the bringer of good news!  That’s a very positive, helpful role.   
 Ever get a letter in the mail:  “You May have already won!”.  Not very helpful, not even 
true.   
 But news that is useful to my everyday life, to my eternal future, that’s life-changing, that’s 
the greatest news ever.   
 You may not have the spiritual gift of evangelism, people may not nickname you Todd or 
Lisa the evangelist, but Paul says - do the work of an evangelist.   
 
I played the trombone in the orchestra for years.  Maybe you play in the orchestra, sing in the choir 
or are on the drama team.   

Great.  Do the work of an evangelist.   
I serve in Kid Country.  Great.   

Do the work of an evangelist.   
I am really busy with my work right now, or my studies.  Fine.  I understand.   

Do the work of an evangelist.   
I’m a stay-at-home mom with five kids.   
 God bless you.  Do the work of an evangelist.   
 
In Slovenia, I know what God made me to do.  And I’m good at it.  Everyone affirms me in my 
unique role.   

That’s exciting – Todd, do the work of an evangelist.   
 
Who are you?  What do you do?  What is your calling, your ministry?  Either for a living or in 
service to the Lord?  Great!   
 Do the work of an evangelist.   
But Todd, I’m not an evangelist – I’m not Billy Graham or Jack Shackelford.  Ok, but we all are  
bringers of good news.   
 
John Glass talked about a meeting with a Dutch missionary in India who shared the Gospel with 
him.  That’s awesome.  That Dutch guy took the initiative with a stranger.  There is a place for that.  
And some people even get a kick out of that.  Praise God!  I don’t.  Years ago our most of us at First 
B would go out door to door witnessing during Lay Witness week right before Easter.  For me that 
was so tough.  When we had to share our faith with two people to be able to go on choir tours in 
junior high and high school, I stretched the truth, even made some stuff up on the evangelism test 
we had to take.  (Statute of limitations is up, right?).   
Generally, I don’t enjoy cold call evangelism.  Some people do.   
But I need to do the work of an evangelist.   
 
SLIDE 19:  What can I do? 
There is a simple, biblical pattern of evangelism, that even someone like me can follow.    
You may have heard of it before: just three words:  prayer, care share.   
Before leaving for Slovenia, I enjoyed working with the Church of Modesto and Mission Greater 
Modesto, and really grabbed onto this concept.  Maybe it will encourage you in sharing your faith.   
 
SLIDE 19 click 1:  1 Tim 2:1-4 



1I urge, then, first of all, that requests, prayers, intercession and thanksgiving be made for 
everyone— 2for kings and all those in authority, that we may live peaceful and quiet lives in all 
godliness and holiness. 3This is good, and pleases God our Savior, 4who wants all men to be saved 
and to come to a knowledge of the truth. 
 

SLIDE 20:  PRAYER –  
-When is it the kairos moment for prayer?  First.  At every opportunity.  Prayer first.   
-Pray for kings (in our society for politicians and leaders), and pray for everyone.   
SLIDE 20 click 1:  Talk to God about your neighbors before you talk to your neighbors about God.   
Well, even someone like me can start praying.    
 
SLIDE 21 and 22 I have to show you our beautiful daughter Lili.  She is such a gift and such a 
blessing to us.   
You know what I like most about being with Lili?   
Now the whole world is like Disneyland.  Every dog that walks by.  Flowers.  Worms.  That’s one 
of the best things about being a parent, enjoying the moment, enjoying the simple things of life.  
Noticing things and talking about them.   
What if we had a sense of God’s presence with us always?  Wouldn’t it be easier to ‘pray without 
ceasing” or “the pray at every opportunity.”   
He’s there.  Talk to Him about what is happening.   

An ambulance goes by.  Talk to God about that person and the medics.   
You hear someone complaining in the break room; pray for that situation.   
You see something or someone, talk to God about it.   

Be intentional about praying for people in your circle of influence.   
-People at home, at work or school, where you shop, where you play.   

You can even pray specifically for people you don’t really know.   
Acronym BLESS is a simple tool.   

 
SLIDE 23 clicks 2-6: (title and BLESS acronym click in; click for each one) 

Body:  physical needs, health, energy, food, protection 
Labor/Learning:  work, income, job satisfaction, schooling 
Emotions:  inner life, joy, peace, wisdom, patience 
Social:  family/marriage relationships, friends, love 
Spiritual:  repentance, faith, holiness, growth 

You can make a prayer map of your neighborhood.  Draw a little map, some in names or details you 
know.  
Make a prayer journal, a book where you keep track of prayer requests and answers to prayer.   
Pray as you walk or jog.   
Pray as you drive.  When we lived in Modesto and had one car, we’d grab each other’s hand at 
Finney and Beckwith pray for each home on the way home.  We lived out west of the mall, and it 
was like that whole area stopped begin just our neighborhood, and became a spiritual battleground.  
A change of perspective for me.   
 
Whatever works best for you.  If some tool helps, do it.  But pray.   
Prayer first - Kairos prayer - prayer when the opportunity arises (which it always does) –talking to 
the God who is always with us.   
 
Even if you’ve never shared your faith with anyone, could you intentionally pray for your friends, 
family, co-workers, schoolmates, people where you shop and play?  Of course!   
 
But don’t stop there.  Prayer.  Care.   
I love 1 Thessalonians 2:8.   



SLIDE 24:  8We loved you so much that we were delighted to share with you not only the gospel of 
God but our lives as well, because you had become so dear to us. 
 
Prayer, and care.  Sharing life with others that leads to sharing Christ with them.   

CARE 
-Not just evangelizing someone (that’s a pretty harsh term).  Not seeing them as my project.   
-But sharing life with them.   
-You have to gain their trust, their respect.  Earn the right to be heard.   
 
Serve.  Spend time over time.  Be aware of kairos moments to care.   
I heard about a guy in Des Moines, Iowa:  He learned how to make old fashioned shoes for two 
weeks from an Amish guy to be able to make Civil War shoes for a re-enactor friend, who later 
came to Christ.   
Hospitality – do you like to host people in your home?   
Do you like to help other people?   
Great – but see it as part of a process of making disciples.   
Jo"e – helping with farm, etc. 
Jo"e and Nada befriended their waitress Ton#ka for ten years, sharing their faith with her, despite 
her mocking them, saying “I’ll be the waitress in hell”.  She’s now a believer working full-time 
with Child Evangelism Fellowship!   
 
One of the best ways to care is through Prayer:  How can I pray for you?  Pray!   
-What better way to care for someone than to take their concerns to the God who can help.   
-What person would refuse prayer?  You can even pray with them right there.   
 
SLIDE 25:  Love them until they ask you why.   
Caring is sharing life together; takes time. 
Watch for ways to creatively interact with people by caring for them, and letting them care for you.  
Care goes both ways.   
-When is the kairos moment of opportunity for caring?  You’ll know it when you see it.   
 
As St. Francis said:  Preach the Gospel always, and if necessary use words.   
 
But, we do need words – our faith is rooted in history, in God’s amazing acts in history, in the Jesus 
who was God in the form of a baby, who died on a cross for our sins and who rose again to give us 
the hope of eternal life.   

We need to pray for people around us.    
We need to care for people.   
But we do also need to share.   

But since we’ve already gone through prayer and care, the share part isn’t always a surprise.  And 
for people like me, it takes the fear away and you stop feeling like a pushy salesperson.   
Share is part of a process of love and relationship.   

SLIDE 26:  SHARE 
When is the kairos moment for sharing?   
SLIDE 26 click 1:   
We read 2 Corinthians 6:2 already – “now is the time of salvation.”   
 Now.   
 
But what does it mean to share?  How do you do it?  If we look at the book of Acts what do we see? 
!  Peter talked to a Jewish crowd at Pentecost about Jesus as the promised Messiah who fulfilled 

the prophecies given to their forefathers.   



!  But even though we have no recorded words or sermons from Barnabas, he won people to 
Christ in his own quiet way in Antioch.   

!  Paul and Silas shared the Gospel with the jailer very directly, “Believe in the Lord Jesus, and 
you will be saved.”  

!  Paul in Athens used the altar “To An Unknown God” as the starting place, basically just sharing 
that God is the creator of the universe, and using quotes from Greek philosophers for his Greek 
audience.   

There wasn’t a pattern.  It was all about kairos, the moment, the opportunity, the audience.   
Do they need to be taken to the next step in understanding, or is it time to invite them to receive 
Christ? 
 
SLIDE 26 click 2:  
The first and easiest starting point is with your own testimony of what God has done in your life 
and how you came to Christ.   
SLIDE 26 click 3:   
Then shape the Gospel message to the person: 

!  With someone really concerned about the environment, share about the Creator God 
from John 1  

!  With a logical person, maybe use an evangelistic tract.  Take them step by step.   
!  Use the story of Prodigal Son, the story of the loving Father, about our perfect and 

ultimate Father in heaven, who wants relationship with them.   
!  You can simply use John 14:6  “I am the way, the truth and the life, no one comes to the 

Father but by me.”  John 14:6  
-Ask the Lord to lead you.   
-If you are stuck, ask others for advice in what part of the Gospel to emphasize with this person.   
-And once they come to Christ, help them to take next steps in becoming a fully devoted follower of 
Christ.  It’s not just getting them saved, but making disciples.   
 
The great thing about living in America, about being here at this church, is you have many 
resources to help with the “share” thing.  Many kairos opportunities to help you.   
-Special events like the recent Christmas play and Christmas Sunday services.   
-Regular, quality worship services you can invite people to.   
-Various groups, home groups you can invite folks to.   
-Support groups where people can get help.   
-Some folks simply have less contacts with people who don’t yet know Jesus.  Here is this church 
there are dozens of ways to get in contact with folks:   
 Monday Night Church is a great way to serve, and to reach out a hand or give a hug in love 
to folks in need.   
 The Release time Bible clubs, sharing the Gospel with schoolchildren in schools!   
 Others are reading to students in the schools and building relationships.  
 For ten years we were part of the International Student ministry –  
  Contact pastor Claude and befriend a student at MJC or Stan State that will be a 
future leader in their country.  The first one I knew about 15 years ago was the son of the minister 
of interior of Pakistan.   
-Talk about kairos opportunities! 
 
I think one of the reasons I was so afraid to share my faith, is I thought I was alone in this task.  But 
not only do I go in the name and the power of the Lord of the universe, I’m part of a team.   
 
SLIDE 27:  Evangelism is a team sport.  1 Corinthians 3:6-7  
"I planted the seed, Apollos watered it, but God made it grow. So neither he who plants nor he who 
waters is anything, but only God, who makes things grow"  



 
I’m generally the planter or waterer.  Others seem to come in and harvest really easily.  That’s ok.  
It’s all for His glory, and it’s not about me or you.   
But whatever our job, whatever our ministry, we need to be faithful to do the work of an evangelist.   
 
 
SLIDE BLANK 
In reality, evangelism isn’t merely a team sport.  It’s a battle for life and death, heaven and hell.  It’s 
less like Monday Night Football and more like Band of Brothers.   
What time is it?  It’s wartime.  Ephesians 6 talks about the spiritual battle we are involved in.   
People live differently in time of war.  They make different choices with their time, their money.   
We are in a war for the souls of men.   
This war won’t be over until Jesus comes back, so let’s get used to living in this time of war.   
We should all do our role, fulfill our calling, but we should also do the role of the evangelist.   
 
Do we really believe this Good News?  Do we really believe  
Do we believe it enough to tell others about it?  To risk rejection or ridicule?   
If you have never placed your faith in Christ, have you ever considered how good this news really 
is?   
We’ve been talking about it all morning, but what is the Good News?   
 
This sketch was part of the New Hope tour in October, and it’s a perfect way to end a sermon about 
the good news.  A dramatic retelling of the Gospel.  It all starts back at the beginning… 
 
ÒREDEEMERÓ SKETCH (lights down) 
 
What time is it?  Chronos says it’s time to end this service.  Kairos says it’s the moment, the 
opportunity, for salvation.   
If you would like more information about what is means to know Christ or if you need someone to 
pray with you, come through this door to your right after the service, or write on the communication 
card that you can put in the baskets at the doors as you leave.   
 
For the rest of us, it’s time.  Fulfill your personal ministry, do it well.  But do the work of an 
evangelist this week.  Be light.  Be salt.  It’s time for prayer.  It’s time to care.  It’s time to share.  
It’s time to make disciples.  It’s January 2007.  It’s time we all did.   
 
  
 


